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90 impressions that make an impression 

Poppe + Potthoff celebrates nine eventful decades as a family business 

A "90" made of tubular steel goes around the world – proudly presented by the em-

ployees at the original plant in Werther and at the Poppe + Potthoff sites. The film 

created by the staff on the occasion of the company's anniversary touches Dr. Chris-

tian Potthoff-Sewing: "It's the people that make the difference."  

"I see many faces here that have not only worked for the company, but fought for it.", 

the CFO and President of the Poppe + Potthoff Group emphasizes. Courage and 

adaptability, appreciation and trust as well as down-to-earthness and persistence 

helped the family business to overcome even difficult times. 

Broadly positioned specialist 

Today, the company, which was founded in 1928, is in full swing. The promise of Frie-

drich Poppe and Hermann Potthoff "to provide the best in material and design for 

every application" created the basis for the values that determine the highly special-

ized metal processor: precision, innovation, flexibility.  

With 1500 employees at 17 locations, P+P is now active in over 50 countries in vehi-

cle, ship and mechanical engineering as well as many other industries. The portfolio 

includes precision steel tubes, high pressure lines, common rail subsystems and spe-

cial machines as well as precision components, couplings and stainless-steel railings.  



   

 

 Flexible network 

"Internet of Things and cyber-physical systems are important key factors to efficient 

customer-specific production," says Dr. Ing. Bengt-Henning Maas, CEO of the tubing 

plant and Head of the Tubular Components Division. "We want to be a leader with 

regard to the digitalization and networking of processes in the tubing industry and 

other business areas."  

Family management, diversification and internationalization ensure stability and 

growth: as a partner to its customers, P+P is increasing its share of the value chain by 

expanding vertical integration and services such as the development and validation of 

components for demanding applications.  

Cooperation creates the future 

The joint commitment of the owner family, managers and employees is paying off: in 

2017, the P+P Group achieved record sales of 200 million euros. To ensure that the 

signs of the times are also correctly interpreted in the future, the Workers Council 

donated a large clock that shows the period since the company was founded.  

Marketing Manager Martina Engler-Smith re-enacted the company's multi-faceted 

story: "90 Impressions that make an impression" is the title of the online collection of 

snapshots from everyday company life. They reflect a corporate culture that sustains 

all business areas and locations consistently and adaptably at the same time. 
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Fig. 1: Even after 90 years Poppe + Potthoff has remained a family business: (from 

left) Caroline Lagemann, Peter Potthoff-Sewing, Ursula Potthoff-Sewing, John Erik 

Lagemann, Dr. Auliana Poon Potthoff-Sewing, Dr. Christian Potthoff-Sewing.  

http://anniversary-90-years.poppe-potthoff.com/


   

 

 

 

Fig. 2: Dr. Christian Potthoff-Sewing, CFO and President of the Poppe + Potthoff 

Group, speaking at the company's 90th anniversary ceremony at the parent plant in 

Werther. 

 

Fig. 3: “We want to be a leader”, says Dr. Ing. Bengt-Henning Maas, CEO of the tubing 

plant and Head of the Tubular Components Division at Poppe + Potthoff.   

 

Fig. 4: Dr. Christian Potthoff-Sewing receives the precision watch from shop chairman 

Meik Waschilewski showing the time since the company’s foundation.  

  

Fig. 5: 90 years Poppe + Potthoff: With authentic snapshots from nine decades, the 

company's culture can be experienced on the website.  

Source: Poppe + Potthoff; In print quality: Download ZIP 
 

http://oha-communication.eu/en/client/poppepotthoff-en/90-impressions-that-make-an-impression/


   

 

 Poppe + Potthoff stands for precision. The group develops and manufactures cus-
tomer-specific steel tubes, common rail subsystems, high pressure tubes, precision 
components, line shafts, couplings as well as specialized test stands and other ma-
chines. Poppe + Potthoff enables highly sophisticated solutions in automotive engi-
neering and shipbuilding, machine tool building and mechanical engineering as well 
as other industries. The family-owned enterprise with its headquarters and technolo-
gy center in Werther (Germany) was founded in 1928 and has more than 1,500 em-
ployees. Poppe + Potthoff is active in more than 50 countries with its subsidiaries and 
long-term partners – always in close contact with its customers. www.poppe-
potthoff.com  
 
 
Contact Marketing: 
Martina Engler-Smith 
Poppe + Potthoff GmbH 
Manager Marketing 
Phone: +49 (0)5203 / 91 66 327 
Mobile: +49 (0)162 / 854 84 38 
E-Mail: martina.engler-smith@poppe-potthoff.com  
Internet: www.poppe-potthoff.com   
 
Contact PR Agency:  
Oliver Frederik Hahr 
oha communication 
Consulting in International Public Relations 
Phone: +49 (0)711 / 50 88 65 82-1 
Mobile: +49 (0)176/ 51 22 22 88 
E-Mail: oliver.hahr@oha-communication.com   
Internet: www.oha-communication.com  
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